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Note to hosts & vetters: explanatory / help text in italics should be removed prior to final exam version.

MRCP(UK) PACES

Station 5: BRIEF CLINICAL CONSULTATION
Please avoid scenarios which duplicate cases / examination skills tested in other stations. Ensure the history & examination can be covered in the time available – this may require modification of the patient’s history and background details.
	Patient details:
	(Preserve anonymity: use gender & age pre-vetting, add name post-vetting for exam use.) Insert text here

	Your role:
	E.g. doctor on call / in the outpatient clinic / in the medical admissions unit. Insert text here


	You have 10 minutes with each patient. The Examiners will alert you when 6 minutes have elapsed and will stop you after 8 minutes. In the remaining 2 minutes, one Examiner will ask you to report on any abnormal physical signs elicited, your diagnosis or differential diagnoses, and your plan for management (if not already clear from your discussion with the patient).


	Referral text:



	Clinical problem: Please provide a clear focus for the consultation which must be realistic and believable. Limit it to 2 to 5 lines. Insert text here
Please add observations to the table below that are relevant to the case. You may write ‘normal’ or N/A.

Physiological observations for the patient above

Reading on arrival

Respiratory rate (respirations per minute)

Pulse rate (beats per minute)

Systolic blood pressure (mm Hg)

Diastolic blood pressure (mm Hg)

Oxygen saturations (%)

Temperature 0C

Other relevant observation data (units if applicable) 

Your task is to:

· Assess the problem by means of a brief focused clinical history and a relevant physical examination. You do not need to complete the history before carrying out appropriate examination.

· Advise the patient of your probable diagnosis (or differential diagnoses), and your plan for investigation and treatment where appropriate.

· Respond directly to any specific questions / concerns which the patient may have.



Any notes you make may be taken into the examination room for your reference, but must be handed to the examiners at the end of the station.
NOT TO BE SEEN BY CANDIDATES

MRCP(UK) PACES

Station 5: BRIEF CLINICAL CONSULTATION

Candidates will have a very limited time (8 minutes) with you to gather all the information they require, perform an examination and explain what further tests or treatments they would like to arrange, as well as answer your questions. The scenario below may be based upon your case, however some aspects of your medical history may have been simplified or left out from the scenario for the purpose of the exam e.g. other health problems, previous tests and treatments. It is very important that you stick to the history given below and do not deviate from it. This is essential to ensure that the exam is fair for all candidates. Those organising the exam will contact you before the exam to run through the scenario with you. Please read through the history carefully beforehand and you will have the opportunity at that point to answer any questions or concerns you may have. 
Please complete each section, keeping the information provided brief and relevant to the focus of the scenario, using language the patient will understand.  
	You are: (Preserve anonymity: use gender & age pre-vetting, add name post-vetting for exam use.) Insert text here

	

	History of current problem

If using a patient, you must state whether the history (content, complexity, duration, medications etc) has been modified for the exam or is real. If modified to enable delivery of the scenario in the time available, you must ensure the patient can deliver the modified history.

	Information to be volunteered at the start of the consultation:

Maximum of 4 lines. Insert text here
Information to be given if asked:

Include information that expands on the presenting problem. Insert text here


	Background information



	Past medical and surgical history 

Remember to remove any known diagnoses unless the candidate is to be told of diagnoses by the patient. If the past history is complex and not relevant, cut some of it out, ensuring the patient understands the changes. Insert text here

	Relevant family history

Insert text here


	Medication record

	Current medications (You may wish to bring a list of your treatment and show it to the doctor if asked.) 

Insert text here



	Personal history


	Relevant personal, social or travel history 

	Insert text here



	Occupational history 

	Insert text here



	Physical Examination

	Specify the examination to be undertaken and the findings e.g. the doctor will examine your stomach area and you indicate that it is sore when they press under your ribs. Insert text here.



	You have one or two specific questions / concerns for the doctor at this consultation. 

Please note them down on a small card to remind you during the exam.

Phrase them as the patient would ask them.  Some may be general, e.g. What is wrong with me? Others may be more specific, e.g. How will this impact my lifestyle?

	1. Insert text here
2. Insert text here 


	


NOT TO BE SEEN BY CANDIDATES

	DATE
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Station 5: BRIEF CLINICAL CONSULTATION
Examiners should advise candidates after 6 minutes have elapsed that “You have two minutes remaining with your patient”. If the candidate appears to have finished early remind them how long is left at the station and enquire if there is anything else they would like to ask or examine. If they have finished, please remain silent and allow the candidate that time for reflection.
The Examiner should ask the candidate to describe any abnormal physical findings that have been identified. The Examiner should also ask the candidate to give the preferred diagnosis and any differential diagnoses that are being considered. Any remaining areas of uncertainty e.g. regarding the plan for investigation or management of the problem may be addressed in any time that remains.
Examiners should refer to the marking guidelines in the seven skill domains on the mark sheet.
Examiners must fully rehearse the scenario with the patient / surrogate during calibration.  The boxes on the next page indicate areas of potential interest in this case which both Examiners should consider, along with any other areas they feel appropriate. Examiners must agree the issues that a candidate should address to achieve a Satisfactory award for each skill and record these on the calibration sheet provided. Examiners should also agree the criteria for an Unsatisfactory award at each skill.

Continued on next page…

	Problem:
	Brief summary (no more than 2 lines) of the problem. Insert text here.

	Candidate’s role:
	As noted on the first page. Insert text here.

	Patient details:
	(Preserve anonymity: use gender & age pre-vetting, add name post-vetting for exam use.) Insert text here.

	Patient or surrogate:
	Patient / surrogate / patient with surrogate giving history (you must delete the options NOT applicable).


Examiners are reminded that the boxes below indicate areas of potential interest, but are not intended as absolute determiners of Satisfactory performance. It is for the Examiners to agree and record the specific criteria they will assess the candidate on during the calibration process.
	Clinical skill
	Key issues

	Clinical 

Communication 

Skills (C)


	Include the key points of the history that the candidate must establish to achieve a Satisfactory score. Insert text here

	Physical Examination (A)
	Include the nature and extent of the examination that the candidate must do to achieve a Satisfactory score. If further examination is desirable but may not be possible due to time constrains, make this clear. Avoid requiring a full system examination that duplicates those undertaken in Stations 1 and 3. Do not document the physical findings here – use the box below (skill B). Insert text here


	Clinical Judgment (E)
	List the further assessments, tests, and any other treatment / management e.g. referral, that the candidate must mention in order to achieve a Satisfactory score. Make it clear if there are further items that may be desirable to mention, but not essential to achieve a Satisfactory score. Insert text here 



	Managing Patients’ Concerns (F)


	Address the patient’s questions and concerns in an appropriate manner.



	Identifying Physical Signs (B)

	List the physical signs (and important negatives) that the candidate must identify in order to achieve a Satisfactory score. Make it clear if there are signs that are ‘softer’ or less relevant and not essential to identify in order to achieve a Satisfactory score. Insert text here


	Differential Diagnosis (D)
	Probable Diagnosis:
Insert text here

Plausible alternative diagnoses:

Insert text here or specify “none”



	Maintaining Patient Welfare (G)

	See marksheet.




